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8 IR. 
Will make no Apology for doing what 


I could not excuſe myſelf for neglecting: 


vi. for writing to you upon the Subject 
of our laſt Evening's Conference. I am 


never more concerned, than when I ſee Men 


of Probity influenced by wrong Sentiments, 
and tied to a Party which I know they would 
abhor, if they ſaw into its real Deſigns, and 


were apprized upon what Principles and Mo- 


tives it hath all along acted. Pardon me for 


faying, that it is in this Light I look upon 
you at preſent : The View is not unfriendly, 
for by paying a Compliment to your Integri- 
ty, I do not mean to derogate from your 


Underſtanding. Though the latter may have 


led you into an Error, no Impeachment lies 
againſt the former, whilſt you follow it ſin- 
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(4) 
cerely ; nor do I impute any Defe& to this, 
whilſt I charge your Error to thoſe indirect 
Methods which have been uſed to obſcure 
and confound Truth  _ 

If I were not ſincere in what I fay, I 
ſhould not be moved with any thing it was 
in your Power to ſay upon the Subject of our 
Converſation ; the ſame Reflections coming 
from the Mouths of any of thoſe ſorry Crea- 
tures, whom Ignorance, Diſappointment, or 
Jacobitiſm, have made factious and clamo- 
rous, would raiſe no other Reſentment in 
me, than what might be expreſſed by a Look 
of filent Diſdain. And when I honeſtly own 
to you, that I did not think there had been a 
ſingle Man in the Nation (in the ſame Rank 
with you for Probity and Underſtanding) 
who in good earneſt condemned the Admi- 
niſtration, I cannot but hope that what I 
now ſay will be an availing Motive to you to 
re- examine your own Sentiments, to ſee whe- 
ther you have not been miſled by falſe In- 
formations, to take Clamour for Argument, 
and impudent Aſſeverations for Facts. 

Allow me to repeat what you may re- 
member J intimated then: That Gentlemen 
in the Country often form their Judgments 
without any, at leaſt proper and ſufficient, 
Evidence in the Caſes we were upon; their 
Informations are all at ſecond or third hand, 
and generally either loſe or double their 


Weight 


(37 

Weight before they come to you: ſo that no 
Man can give ear to them, much leſs depend 
upon them, without expoſing himſelf to the 
Cenſure of Credulity and Partiality. Nay, 
there ſeems to be ſomething worſe even than 
this in your Caſe. The Evidence on which 
you form your Opinions, is ſuch as ought 
not to be called Evidence at all, becauſe both 
Sides have not a fair Hearing, and one, for 
the moſt part, none at all; for I could ob- 
ſerve, whilſt I was among you, that all your 
News-papers bore the Names of ſuch as I 
knew to be Retailers to the Antiminiſterial | 
Faction, and that the Pamphlets handed a- 
bout with exceeding Induſtry and Applauſe, 

were the Productions of ſuch as boaſted 
themſelves the Leaders of the Gang. Where 
therefore Men ſwallow Loads of Poiſon, 
without the Application of proper Antidotes, 
it is no wonder that their Conſtitutions are 
vitiated, and their Powers languid and diſ- 
cans. - 
What therefore thus opened up the Cauſe, 
ſtopped my Amazement, when I obſerved 
to what a prodigious Pitch the Paſſions of 
People in thoſe Parts were wrought up: For 


| had the entire Liberties and Properties of the 
Nation been actually bargained for and ſold 
to a foreign Power, ready at hand to invade 
and take poſſeſſion of them, the Flame could 
ſcarce have been greater, nor the Reſent- 
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ment expreſſed againſt the Miniſtry and 
Court-Meaſures more violent: And yet were 


theſe ſame People in a Temper and Capacity 
fitted to reflect on their real Circumſtances, 


and compare them with the Condition of 


their Anceſtors for a Century or two paſt, 


they would hug and think themſelves bleſſed, 
rejoice in the Advantages of their preſent 


State, and extol the Adminiſtration under 
which they were ſo happy. For I will ay 
it down here as a Maxim from which I will 
never depart, becauſe I have ſuch Weight of 
Evidence and Argument to ſupport it, © That 


cour Conſtitution is at this time upon the 


( _ footing on which the Revolution left 
« jt, The Prerogative has gain'd nothing, 
1 the People have loſt nothing : There is the 
e fame Balance, Order and Harmony be- 


„ twixt the Powers which compoſe it, that 


4 


A 


ſubſiſted then; ſo that if any thing be 
« wrong, they are not pur preſent Gover- 
« nors, but former ones, who are to blame.” 


| You cannot therefore reaſonably bring 5 


Charge for Repairs, till you ſhew what hath 


been impaired, waſted, or ſuffered to decay: 


And if the Prerogative hath made no Ad- 
vances, that bear bard on the Rights of Par- 
liament, or the Privileges of the Commu- 
nity, you will not, I preſume, ſay, that there 


is any thing faulty in preſerving the antient 


Bounds diſtinet and entire. 
1 * 


(7) 
I have here, Sir, led you into a wide 
Field of Diſcourſe, where the Champions on 
the other Side have long vaunted and flou- 


Tiſhed, in which I nevertheleſs hope to acquit 
myſelf to the Satisfaction of all impartial 


By-ſtanders, and carry off the Honour of 


the Day. But before we come to cloſe En- 
gagement, take an Abſtract or Summary of 


the Facts, upon which my Aſſertion is found- 
ed; for Facts are ſtrong Proofs, ſtubborn 


Things, that cannot be bended to ſerve any 


Purpoſes but ſuch as are juſt and true. 
Fleets and Armies are raiſed, paid and ſup- 
ported in the very ſame manner that they 


were juſt after the Revolution, and all Taxes 
raiſed and levied in the ſame method; our 
Forts, Caſtles and Garriſons, are all in the 
Hands of Engliſbmen and Proteſtants; the 


Adminiſtration of Juſtice goes on in its uſual 


Courſe; our Judges hold their Places for 


Life; the Habeas Corpus Act is in full force, 


and hath full Effect upon every Occaſion; 


Diſſenters are tolerated ; the Eſtabliſhed Re- 


ligion is encouraged, proſpers and ſpreads; 
the Preſs is open and free to every one who 


pleaſes to have recourſe to it; the Freedom 


of Elections and Debate (which is all the 
Independency the Parliament can claim) are 
both ſecure; all things are determined by 
common Suftrage and Conſent; Petitions are 

Ss 3 heard, 
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heard, and where the Allegations are juſt, 


the Petitioner redreſſed; the King is content 


with the Execution of the Laws ; he does 


nothing without his Parliament, and the 
Parliament propoſes nothing to which he re- 
fuſes his Aſſent. | MY 


If theſe things, Sir, be true, and theſe are 


the vital Parts and Eſſentials of our Conſtitu- 
tion, and they are all ſound, in Vigour and 
in Health, then I am right in my Aſſertion, 


and it will be no hard matter to juſtify the 
Adminiſtration. | | 


What I fay is liable but to one poſſible Ob- 


jection, which borrows all its Credit from a 
Diſtinction (which tho! artfully laid, is wholly 
imaginary) between the Government and the 
Conſtitution, Now if you can ſuppoſe a 


real Difference between theſe two, and a 

prehend them at variance, unequally bal- 
lanced and ſtrugling for Superiority, I will for 
the preſent allow, that it carries with it ſome 


Plauſibility: For if they mean quite diffe- 


rent things, with diſtinct irreconcileable In- 


tereſts, and the one cannot be preſerved 


without the Downfall and Deſtruction of 
the other, it will not be long a Queſtion with 


any true Briton which Side he ſhould take, 
and what Party to eſpouſe. I would myſelf, 


Sir, chuſe to relinquiſh the Government, and 
adhere to the Conſtitution, and be the-Friend 
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of this, even at the Riſque of declaring my 


ſelf the Enemy of the other, 


A late celebrated“ Treatiſe on Politicks, 


which boaſts an Author of a diſtinguiſhed Ca- 
pacity, (and who might have maintained a 


very eminent Rank in his Country, but for 
ſome moral Defects which unqualified him 
for his Prince's Confidence or his Country's 
Service) ſet out with this Diſtinction, and 


proceeded upon it all along. Admitting it 
juſt, his Arguments deſerve our Attention ; 
but if not, all that He, and the whole 
Junto of Antiminiſterial Scriblers have urged, 
is by their own Confeſſion idle and imperti- 


nent Prate, and what the Prince, his Mi- 
niſter or Adherents, are not one jot more 


concerned in than you or I, or any other 
indifferent Perſon. 


To make it good, we are told, + That it 
was not from what was actually done, agreed 


and eſtabliſhed at the Revolution, that we are 
to take our Idea of the Conſtitution, but 


from certain Schemes, Purpoſes, and Ends, 


1 he is for ſuppoſing were intended by 


- for which however he acknowledges no 


; Karr was made at the Revolution, and 


yet thinks every Man in his Rank, eſpecially 
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(10) 
the Miniſtry, obliged to purſue theſe Ends 
till they are effectually obtained. 

Now, Sir, I want to be informed by what 
Evidence it can be made appear, that any 
thing was deſigned or intended by the Revo- 
lution, for which no proviſion was tnade at 
the Revolution : The Aſſertion, in my Ap- 
prehenſion, confutes itſelf; for [ don't fee 
how any Man can get rid of the Conſe- 
quence, putting it thus, Such and ſuch 
Points had no proviſion made for them at the 
Revolution, therefore they were not intended 
by the Revdlittion : And if ſo; then Men 
may be true to Revolution Principles, with- 
out ever conſenting to ſuch Meaſures, as this 
Author and others after him, think neceſſary 
to obtain thoſe Ends. 

To fay that the Ends propoſed, and here 
under queſtion, might have been in'the View 
and Intention of any certain Set or Party of 
Men who joined in bringing about the Re- 
volution, (though even this could not be 
proved) is no Evidence; for it is from what 
was the declared Senſe and acknowledged 
View of the whole Nation, that we are to 
take our Judgment in this Caſe ; and that, 
I take it, is only to be known from the pub- 
lick Ads and Votes, which paſſed upon that 
Occaſion : For as ſeveral Parties of very dif- 
ferent Sentiments, (and who poſſibly might 

have 
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have had very different Views) undoubtedly 


conſpired at that time of common Danger, 
to bring about that great and ever memo- 
rable Event; if the private Sentiments or 
even declared ones of any one Set or Party, 
were to be called the Deſign and End pro- 


poſed by the whole; Ends and Views widely 


different from what this Writer alledges were 
intended by the Revolution might be ſet up 
and vindicated, with equal Reaſon and 


Strength of Argument. 


But the Point, wherein I differ eſſentially 
and totally from this whole Claſs of Writers, 
is this, That I cannot give into their Di- 
ſtinction, for I think the Conſtitution and 


Government One and the Same, and that 


they cannot, nor ought not to be ſeparated ſo 
much as in Idea; and that all the Ends pro- 
poſed or intended by the Revolution, were 
actually carried into Execution at that time. 
Sir, I fay, a Diſtinction between our Go- 
vernment and Conſtitution, is what ought 
not, cannot be admitted by any ſound Rea- 
ſoning, being a Thing without any founda- 
tion in fact, a mere Chimera, that never ſub- 


ſiſted any where but in the teeming Imagi- 


nation of this Author : For, Sir, the Con- 
ſtitution of any State or Nation is only to be 


known from conſidering the Form of Go- 


vernment obtaining there, either by ſettled | 
SE: and 


„ 

and agreed Cuſtom, or by Acts and Statutes 
explaining and confirming it; becauſe, till 
ſome certain Form of Government is eſta- 
bliſhed, there is no ſuch thing as Conſtitution 
at all. Where Anarchy prevails, and all is 
confuſed and in diſorder, there is no Society 
nor Community. Suppoſe now we were to 
enquire, what the Conſtitution of France 
is? Whence muſt we take our Accounts, up- 
on which we are to«determine ? From the 
Form of Government ſettled and prevailing 
there, or from the Opinions of any particu- 

Jar Set of Men, declaring what they con- 
ceive it ought to be? Say, ex. gr. the laſt 
exiled Members of the Parliament of Paris? 
From the former ſurely. Fe. 

If indeed the Claims of thoſe Members 
were founded upon any antecedent Settle- 
ment or Compact made between King and 
People, which had never been reverſed by 
any ſubſequent one, or nulled by any free 
Conceſſions of the People, then their Claims 
deſerved a Hearing; and when made out to 
the Satisfaction of unprejudiced Judges, ought 
to have been complyed with : but if they 
were only grounded upon a Preſumption, 
and diſputable Allegations, ( as is the Caſe 
here) that things would be better in the 
State propoſed than in their preſent one, or 
were deſigned and intended at the laſt Set- 


tlement 
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tlement made in that Kingdom, then their 
Claims were too unreaſonable to deſerve ſo 
much as a Hearing; unleſs it may be ſaid to 
be reaſonable, that of two Parties mutually 
conſenting and bound by Compact, one 
ſhould be diſcharged and ſet free from his 
Engagements, whenever he thinks he can 
make it appear, that it would be for his own, 
or the other's Intereſt to be ſo. 

By conſidering then Conſtitution and Go- 
vernment as one and the ſame, (and how to 


make two of them for my Soul I cannot tell) 


whatever is againſt the Government is againſt 
the Conſtitution, and he that is the Enemy 
of the former cannot be the Friend of the 


latter ; (the Conſequences of which Reaſon- 


ing we ſhall ſee. by and by) and of courſe 
the principal End and Intent of the Revolu- 


tion muſt be judged of from that Form of 


Government which it left us in Poſſeſſion of, 
and which we derive from it. Now our Go- 
vernment, we all know, conſiſts of three 
Parts or Branches, King, Lords, and Com- 


mons ; all therefore that we have to do to 


come at an exact Knowledge of our Conſti- 
tution, and to take neither more nor leſs into 
the Idea than ought to be in it, is to examine, 
and find our, how the Bounds and Limits of 
theſe three Branches were adjuſted and ſettled 


at the Revolution, what Powers they were 


ſeverally 


* —— ——— — — H— _ —— 


EF r 


K : - mn. 
E Ne 


z Uꝗ— 4 — 


= 


2 1 4 —— — — "—— 2 1 1 
— — — ——— —— ” — ——ů — — 
— © ow - ” = ” — —— . 


Ls ab 


> 


P Play . oi AR Of a 7s 
2 5 HI ol g ä _—_ er 

* 7 * = 4 4 . a 
- wry _ ; LAT. 5 


> - * > —— — LO ** 
- — — — * BF — 
mt 7-4 — — | e n 
ey * * X =—_ 1 r eee - 2 rn 
- * A * - * ay * — — 0 - 


— — —— 


— - — 


( 14 ) 
ſeverally inveſted with, and what Barriers 
were fixed to prevent an Encroachment of 
one upon the other. And if it be found (as 
I am confident it will) that the Powers and 
Limits of each have been preſerved diſtinct, 
without Infraction or Uſurpation ; our Con- 
ſtitution is the ſame now that it was then; 
and the principal, nay all the Ends of the 
Revolution are undoubtedly aſcertained and 


obtained. 


But if you will credit ſome Accounts, the 


End propoſed by the Revolution was, not to 
preſerve our Conſtitution and Government 


upon its antient juſt Foundation, upon the 
Model it had all along ſtood, bating ſome 
ſhort Interruptions, but to convey to the Re- 
preſentatives of the People a Power of de- 


ſtroying the former by altering the latter, of 


increaſing the Powers and Privileges of the 


People, by clipping and aboliſhing the Rights 
of the Crown. I have read, Sir, all the Acts 
of that famous Convention in which Matters 
were fixed and agreed at the Revolution, all 


the publick Acts and Hiſtories of the Times, 
and cannot find any one thing that would 


lead any Man to believe, that ſuch an End 
was ever propoſed, intended, or thought of, 
by the Majority of that Convention; and if 


any ſuch are to be found in any of the Anec- 


dotes of the Times, it is à Circumſtance 


which no way concerns us. 


The 
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the Revolution was then to ſettle the Go- 


vernment upon its antient and proper Baſis, 
which the Meaſures of a mad Bigot had al- 
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: The principal, the great, the only End of 


moſt deſtroyed, and to reſcue our Religion 


and Liberties from the illegal Invaſions he 
had made upon them. This ſeems to me all 


that our Anceſtors then intended, for this 
plain Reaſon, becauſe it was all that they 


did: I find no Traces, no Veſtiges, of any 


Powers intended to be conferred on the Peo- 
ple or their Repreſentatives, which they 


were not ſuppoſed, by former Laws and Com- 


pacts made, to have been inveſted with before, 
nor any Appearance of any Plan concerted or 


propoſed for augmenting the Powers and 


Privileges of Parliament at any after-period, 


or diminiſhing the known univerſally ac- 
knowledged Rights of the Crown. It does 


not appear that King William ever conſented 
to bind himſelf or his Succeſſors, or that it 
was ever aſked or demanded of him to take 
upon him the Adminiſtration, and to govern 
in any other Manner than his Predeceſſors 
were always ſuppoſed to be bound, within 
Law, and according to Law: And there can 


be nothing more plain, than that the Govern- 


ment rolled on in the ſame old Track after 


his taking it upon him, that it either had, or 
{hould have gone on in before; only with 


this 
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4 
this Difference, that he kept to his Engage- 
ments, and made the Laws the Meaſure and 
Rule of his Conduct, which could not be 
ſaid of his Predeceſſors for ſome Ages. 

In any other Senſe of the Matter it will 


follow, that by the Revolution, King Wil- 


liam was inveſted with Powers which it was 


the Deſign of the Revolution he ſhould never 


uſe, or was to enjoy only for a time, till 
ſome wiſer and more commodious Settlement 
ſhould be thought of; 7. e. in ſhort, he had 
Power given him, and no Power; the Name 
of a King, but no more: He was hence- 
forward ſuch a Part of the Machine as gave 
ſome ornament to it, but no uſe ; for though _ 
the Declaration of Rights declared him King, 


and that the ſole and full Exerciſe of the 


Royal Power ſhould be in, and executed by 
him alone, yet there was no ſuch thin 

meant or intended; for ſtill the End of the 
Revolution was, that as ſoon as any boiſte- 


rous and ill-diſpoſed Party in the State, ſhould 


demand a Renunciation of the whole or any 


part of it from him, or his Succeſſors, he and 


they were to look upon themſelves as bound, 


upon the firſt Summons, to give it up, and 


never to uſe or exerciſe thoſe Powers more. 
However wild and abſurd this may ſeem, 

yet it is the plain Engliſh of theſe Gentle- 

men's Scheme: But had ſuch a Scheme ever 
. | been 


„ 1 
been chalk'd out, and propoſed to King Wil- 
liam, I am ſatisfied, that rather than have ac- 
cepted the Crown upon ſuch Terms, he would 
have gone back to his Dykes, and ( as he 
expreſſed himſelf upon another occaſion ) 
died in the laſt of them; and have left us to 
compleat our own Deliverance, by falling 
together by the Ears. For though he never 
attempted to influence the Debates of the 
Convention, yet he plainly enough intimated 
what his Reſolution would have been, in caſe 
he had met with ſuch a Propoſal, when he 
declared, That he would rather go back, 
than accept of any Share in the Government, 
upon the Terms it was once propoſed to be 
offered to him. . 
What then King William thus received by 
free Conſent of the People of England, he 
had undoubtedly a Right to maintain and 
| ſupport, and ſo as to tranſmit it down in the 


ſame Form and Manner to his Lawful Suc- 


ceſſors; I mean the free and full Exerciſe of 
all thoſe legal Powers which were inveſted in 
him by the Declaration of Rights : and ſince 
that Time, all the Struggles about Prerogative 
| ſeem to me to have ariſen, not from any At- 
tempts on the Prince's Side to enlarge the 
Prerogative, but to the Attacks that have 
been made againſt it, with a View to wreſt 
cout of the Hands of our Kings thoſe Powers 
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which were veſted in them by the Revolu- 


tion, and which, as the Conſtitution” ſill 


ſtands, they have an indiſputable Right to 


hold and enjoy. 


What paſſed at the Revolution has indeed 


left us a fair and full Proof of what the true 
Senſe and Spirit of the Nation is, and what 


ſort of Powers they deem to be inherent in 
themſelves to prevent and remedy in all ex- 
traordinary Caſes, any Evils and Dangers 
which threaten their Religion and Liberties. 
But I prefume it will not be ſaid by any con- 
ſiderate reaſonable Man (though it hath 


been often infinuated in Terms too plain for 


any one to miſtake their Meaning) that we 


are at preſent in that extraordinary Caſe. 


From what was tranſacted at that Period, 
Princes and Minifters too have a fair Warning 
given them, what they are to look for and 
expect who give juſt Occaſion for the Appli- 


cation of ſuch extraordinary Remedies : But 


even this was a Leſſon, which I will preſume 
to ſay, might have been learned before. It 
was the entire Purport of all that was tranſ- 
acted from 1641 to 1648; and had not the 
People in the firſt Tranſports of their Joy at 
the Reſtoration carried their Devotion to 
their Prince to ſo great an Exceſs, the Revo- 


lution had not been neceſſary to n it a 
Fry rot 


A 
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z Blefling, nor the Tranſactions of 1688 


wanting to rectify the Miſtakes of 1660. 
If then the Revolution left the Boundaries 


of the three diſtinct Powers of the Legiſla- 
ture, without Alteration in their full Extent, 


as it found them; if no ne Conceſſions were 
made by King William, no new Compacts 
nor Engagements entered into with him, 
over and above what were uſually ſuppoſed to 
have been obligatory on each Side before; 
then the Conſequence of my Argument is 


- undeniably certain, and the Argument. itſelf 


unanſwerable: That the Ends of the Revo- 


lution are all already obtained, and that to ſe- 
cure our Conſtitution, nothing more is want- 


ing, than to preſerve the Limits of theſe three 
Powers diſtinguiſhed in the ſame Manner, 


and the Balance between them 85 and in 
due Poiſe. 


Enough methinks has been ſaid to expoſe 
the Fallacy of that boaſted Argument; but 


if it be ſo, that the Pen of a Craflſman only 
can convince you, I will here bring him before 


you, to vouch iu a few Words the Truth of all I 
have ſaid. The Friends of Liberty ac- .; 


8 knowledge, that a Balance of the Powers 


divided among the three Parts of the Le- 
e is eſſential to our Sanin, | 
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thoſe Powers are 1 and acknowledged, 
the Balance may be fixed ; and if it is alrea- 
dy fixed, it is poſſible, and proper, and juſt, 
that it ſhould be preſerved : either then theſe 
Powers are not ſettled, nor the Balance ad- 
juſted, and we have no Conſtitution ; or if 
they are, they are truly the Enemies of that 
Conſtitution, who endeavour by new Schemes, 
under the Notion of Amendments, to deſtroy 
and overturn the Balance, What this Au- 
thor therefore concedes, is the whole of what 
I have been arguing for, and all that the Mi- 
niſtry or its Friends have at any Time laid 
Claim to: For it doth not appear that any 
thing hath yet been done on the Side of the 
Crown, to deſtroy that Balance, nor any 
thing which by any immediate Efficacy, or 
even in its ones Conſequences, ſeems to 
tend to its Deſtruction. What then, I pray 
you, is the proper Cenſure to be paſſed on 
thoſe political Quacks, who are daily calling 
upon us to mend what hath ſuffered no Breach, 
and to repair Incloſures which are all ſtand. 
ing, and in good order? 
If a Man ſhould not only adviſe, but pe- i 
remptorily demand of you to pull down your 
Houſe, for no other reaſon than to prevent 
its mouldering and going to Decay by the In- 
juries of Time and Weather; and another, 
whilſt you were plump, vigorous, and ſound, 

ſhould 
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; ſhould confidently aſſure you, that thoſe 


Symptoms threatned a mortal Atrophy, and 


to prevent this, would have the face to pre- 
ſcribe a Regimen, which in all Probability 
would throw you into a Fever, turn you de- 


lirious, or raiſe an Inflammation in your 
Bowels; it is eaſy to imagine what Reſpect 


you would think due to their Advice, The 


Folly of the former might perhaps raiſe in 


you Sentiments of Compaſſion, but the Kna- 


very of the latter would undoubtedly provoke 
your Reſentment, who under the Pretence 


of friendly and ſalutary Council ſhould give 


ſuch Proof of his intending your Ruin: And 
yet a Man's Head muſt be as weak even as 


ſome Men's Hearts are corrupt, who does 
not ſee, that the Preſcriptions of theſe Con- 


ſtitutional Empiricks, have in them neither 


ſtronger Indications of Wiſdom than the firſt, 
nor of Honeſty than the laſt, It may be 
true what I have ſomewhere ſeen aſſerted in 
the Writings of a noted Phyſician, < That 


«© a Body in the higheſt Degree of Health, 


ein full Strength and Vigour, is in the next 
«© Degree to a mortal Diſeaſe; as Fruits, in 

< the laſt Degree of Maturation, are in the. 
“ firſt of Putrefaction;“ but however this 
be, let us not forget che Moral of that pro- 


verbial Saying, I was well, would be berter, 


took Phyſick, and died. Let us do what we 
5 „FF 
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can to er our Conſtitution, but not die 


for fear of dying. Nec Propter vitam, vi- 
vendi perdere Cauſas. 

Whilſt Things are in a healthful flouriſh- 
ing State and Appearance, to put the Que- 
ſtion whether the Conſtitution is not capable 
of being mended or altered for the better, is 
both improper and impertinent ; and the only 
proper Queſtion is, Whether any ſuch Alte- 
rations as have been propoſed, and would paſs 


for Amendments with the Gentlemen who 


call for them,ſhould be conſented to,or allowed 
by his Majeſty, his Miniſtry, or any true 
Friend of the Government? If I argue upon 

a true State of the Caſe, ( which you will 


hardly deny, after the Suffrage of ſuch Au- 
thority as hath been juſt now laid before 


you) we muſt reſolve in the Negative: Nay, 


| I will go farther, and take upon me to affirm, 


that upon this State of the Caſe, it 1s every. 
Man's Duty to oppoſe any and every Mo- 
tion, Propoſition and Scheme, which tends 
to introduce any Change or Alteration in the 
a e whatever plauſible Pretexts 
be invented to ſet off and recommend it ; 


becuſe no ſuch can happen without deſtroy- A 


ing the Balance which at preſent ſubſiſts be- 


tween the Powers that be; and when that is 


done, however, in the Opinion of ſome it 
might be mended, the Conſtitution would 
= be 


oe TWAIN; 
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be deſtroyed, i, e. it would ceaſe to be the 
.Conſtitution that now is, and hath ſubſiſted 
ever ſince the Revolution 3, Day, if vou will 
believe ſome, ever ſince the Nation was in- 
Hhabited, 1 which, bating a few Interrup- 
tions, hath ed on to us in the ſame 
Road and Dreſs, through Britons, Danes, 
Saxons and Normans. 1 

The manner in which 1 have here expreſ- 
ſed myſelf may perhaps appear to you to 


want a little qualifying ; for you will poſſibly 


object to me, that upon this footing no new 
Laws could ever be made, nor old ones re- 
pealed, however the State of the Nation 
might ſeem to require it; which would form 
a moſt {laviſh Syſtem, if Principles were ad- 
mitted that would tie down all ſucceeding 
Generations to one ſettled and invariable Plan. 
But to prevent any Cavil or Surmiſe of this 


Nature, I deſire you will underſtand me in 


| what I have now ſaid, as declaring only a- 
gainſt ſuch Innovations under the Notion of 
Amendments, as by diſturbing the Balance, 


which now is, and was ſettled at the * 
lution, 31 endanger the Conſtitution, 


1 which would undoubtedly be the Caſe, if any 


of the principal Springs or Wheel upon which 


the regular Motion of the whole Machine de- 
175 nds, were too much raiſed or lowered: 

Where this is neither attempted nor intended, 
no 
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no prudent Man will argue againſt any Alte- 
rations, that carry in them a friendly Regard 
to the whole conſidered as one Body, and are 
called for and propoſed with no other view 
than to rectify ſomewhat, that is amiſs and 
out of courſe, and ſeem calculated to pre- 
ſerve that juſt Tone, Temper and Harmony, 
that was eſtabliſhed at the Revolution, and 
ſhould for ever ſubſiſt between all the Parts 


and Members of it. For indeed, if ever any 


ſuch extraordinary Caſe, as that which occa- 
ſioned the Revolution, ſhould again occur: 


If ever Popery and Tyranny ſhould rife out 


of the Aſhes under which they now lie bu- 
ried almoſt extinct, then we are to call to 
mind the Leſſon we have learned, and re- 


member, that what hath been, may be, and 


ought to be: For when the chief Springs and 
Powers of the Conſtitution are broken and 
diffolved, the Right of reſolving upon what 
Model to ſettle again undoubtedly reverts to 
the People; but as no ſuch Miſchief threat- 


ens us in any Degree now, nor the leaſt pro- 


bable Proſpect, that any thing like it can ever 
happen again, it can never be lawful to at- 


tempt, nor even to plead for any thing, that 


upon a fair and full Conſtruction bears the 
Appearance of an Alteration, So that we 


are now ready to join Iſſue with the Enemies 


of the Adminiſtration; for till it be proved, 
ES that 
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1 that more was intended by the Revolution 


than was done at the Revolution, or effected 


* and that the Balance of Powers ſub- 


gti at that time in the State, hath been 
deſtroyed by their own Confeſſion : © * Fac- 


e tjous Deſigns may be imputed, and the 
Name of Incendiary apply d to thoſe who 


argue for obtaining more. 
If this Matter were to be debated by Di- 


vines, they would give the Argument another 


Turn; they would call upon us to remember 
the Nature and Obligations of Compacts, 
and preſs us with Arguments drawn from the 
Heads of Equity and Religion. And indeed, 


Sir, if A and B have mutually conſented to 
a Covenant by free and unreſtrained Choice, 
whilſt neither was under any Awe, Terror, 
or Controul from the other: The Conditions 
of which on the Side of A are, that he will 


ſupport and defend B in the Poſſeſſion of all 
his known and acknowledged Rights, Privi- 


leges and Immunities, which were either ſup- 


poſed to belong to him by the Terms of any 
former Contract, or ſo declared by the Arti- 
cles of the preſent one. And the Conditions 


on the Pre of B, that in Conſideration of 


I | of his Power — A; in the free: 


*  Didicarion to Diſſertation on Parties. 
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( 26) 
Exerciſe and Enjoyment of certain Powers 
and Pre-eminencies of Place, Office and Ju- 
riſdiction; I don't ſee how either of the Par- 
ties can be abſolved from the Obligations on 
their part, without ſome Breach,. Failure or 
Forfeiture on the other : For even granting 
(what cannot be pretended in the preſent 
Caſe) that B had made a bad and diſadvanta- 
geous Bargain ; yet this will neither cancel 
the Conditions to which he is bound, nor give 
him Right to demand of A, that he ſhould 
alter the Terms, by making new Conceſſions, 
or entering into new Securities ; nor is A at 
all to blame for refuſing to comply with any 
ſuch Demand. All that B can reaſonably ex- 
pect is, that A ſhould make good his Agree- 
ment; and however uneaſy he may be, or 
think himſelf a loſer by it, he is nevertheleſs 
indiſpenſibly obliged to obſerve it inviolably. 
Apply this now to the Caſe in hand, and you 
will ſee to what it will turn, 
The Prince and his Miniſters have ſtood 
fair to their Engagements, and obſerved in- 
violably the Conditions of their Agreement; 
and the Majority of the Contractors, on the 
other fide, are ſatisfied, and approve their 
Capacity and F idelity both: But an inconſi- 
derable Number (from what Views we don't 
now examine) are diſeontented and clamo- 
rous, and cry out for new Securities, _ to 
| ave 
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bare new Conditions added. to the old ones; 
and thoſe too ſuch as would deſtroy the Na- 


ture of the Compact already ſtipulated, and 


cancel and diſannul the whole: and for no 


other reaſon, but that they have taken it into 

. their Heads, that their Circamſtances would 
be bettered by a Change ; for that they fore- 
ſee ( ſo great is their Foreſight and Penetra- 
tion) a Poſſibility, as the Terms now ſtand, 


that ſome future Prince or Miniſter may take 
it into their Thoughts, to uſe thoſe Powers 


| Hitruſted to them not for their Preſervation, 
as they were intended, but to their Deſtruc- 

tion. Sir, if ſuch Pretences were allowed of 

\ ſufficient Force to annul Compacts, and diſ- 

charge the Obligations of Men, it would be 

impoſſible to make ſuch as in any cafe would 

be binding; and I will take upon me to ſay, 


that all ſuch Claims and Pretences are not 


only unreaſonable, but diſhonourable and un- 
dutiful. : 


In the preſent Argument, I will take no 
advantage of what (I nevertheleſs think 


- concludes ſtrongly againſt them, and ought 
to ſilence all their Complaints) that the Ma- 
jority on their own Side have already con- 
demned them, by repeated Approbations of 


the Meaſures of the Miniſtry; for I can 


cafily fee what Exceptions would be made to 
it. But I will call upon them, and defy 
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them to ſhew, how, in what Inſtances and 


Reſpects, the Compact has been violated or 


broken by the Prince or his Miniſters: and 


till they do this palpably and plainly, and 


that in Matters of real Import and Conſe- 


quence, I don't ſee how they can acquit 
themſelves, to their Prince, their Country, 
or their own Conſciences, for the part they 
have acted: For it will not avail to ſay, that 


though nothing of this kind can be proved 


now, and it is not the Caſe at preſent, (as I 
think I could produce them acknowledging 
in above a hundred different Places) yet that 


it may be the Caſe hereafter ; for it is not 


what may be, but what actually is, and hath 
already been done, that can excuſe or juitify 


their Conduct. 


A Point of this a cannot be too 
clearly decided, and therefore, if you will, 


we will apply the whole of what has been al- 


ready offered, to a particular Inſtance. The 
Independency of Parliament is the favourite 
Point, with which they twit us at every turn, 
it runs through all their Motions, Proteſts, 
Speeches, and all thoſe occaſional Papers and 


Pamphlets, with which we are peſtered in 


Town and Country ; and if we can ſhew, 
that there neither is nor ought to be any ſuch 
thing in our Conſtitution, then I ſhall be al- 
is to have put the Point beyond Contra- 

diction, 


nd 
or 
ind 
ind 
\{e- 
uit 
try, 


hey 
that 


ved 
as I 
ing 
that 
not 


nath 
ſtify 


too 
will, 
n al- 
The 
urite 
turn, 
teſts, 
s and 
d in 
hew, 


JC al- 


Zntra-. 


ton, 


ever would be gained on one hand, muſt be 


(ml. 


- diction, and to reſume the Concluſion already 
made in our favour, that they who demand, 
and are for obtaining it, are Factious and 


Incendiaries. W 5 
The Independency * argued for and de- 
manded muſt be either Natural or Conſtitu- 
tional. Now, Sir, a natural one, it is con- 


feſſed there can be none, for a very good 
| Reaſon, becauſe the whole Matter under Con- 


ſideration is the Inſtitution of Art: And a 
conſtitutional Independency I think to the full 


as abſurd, becauſe any thing that would de- 
ſerve the Name, would entirely overthrow 
the Conſtitution ; for it is to me as plain as 
that two and two make four, that as the 


Powers in our Legiſlature now ſtand, what- 


loſt on the other; and ſuch a new Addition of 


ſuch 


. + 
4 * =. >. 


Power to the Parliament as would make it 
independent of the Crown, would be ſuch a 
Diminution of the Rights and Powers of 
this, as would at leaſt endanger the Balance 
falling to the Ground on one fide by over- 


weight, and the other of flying up and kick- 


ing the Beam. And the very beſt that could 
happen from it, would be to admit again that 


Abſurdity, which coſt ſo much Pains and 


Learning to confute, of Imperium in Impe- 
710 ; which would be the more dangerous in 


* Diflertation on Parties, Let. XII. I, 
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b this Caſe than in the other, as the Parliament 
is a much more formidable Antagoniſt than 
the Church. King and Parliament would 

not then form one Legiſlature, but two en- 
tirely diſtinct: And it is eaſy to ſee, once a 
Conteſt began, as it ſoon Row which would 
carry the Day, and till it could be decided, 
there could be nothing but a perpetual Strug- 
gle for Maſtery and Superiority ; becauſe one 
Side has as good a Claim to Independency as 
the other, and there is no third to judge be- 
tween them. The Thing is therefore incom- 
patible with any proper Idea that you can 
form of our Conſtitation, becauſe do but 
eſtabliſh it once, and the whole would be 
deſtroyed : It would diſſolve of itſelf into a 
Republick, and our King would be a mere 
mock Pageant of State, ſtalking about only 
to be ſtared at, with as little real Power as a 
Doge of Venice, and the Regalia, the mock 
Enfzns of Royalty, truly what Cromwell 
called them, Mere Baubles ! 

But ſuppoſing this Independency neither ſo 
dangerous nor abſurd, ſuppoſe it as harmleſs 
and innocent as you will, I muſt ſtill beg to 
be informed, what Title theſe Gentleracn 
have to demand it? and how will they juſti- 

fy their Claim? Is it at preſent a Part of our 
_ Conſtitution ? if ſo, they have what they aſk, 
and they are free to make uſe of it in what 
manner 
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manner they pleaſe: if not, let the Time be 


aſſigned, and give ſome Proof that ever it 


was ſo: When did it commence? Before the 
Revolution it will ſcarcely be alledged: Did 
it begin to ſubſiſt then? If ſo, where are the 
Laws, which eſtabliſh and declare it? I can 
find no Traces, Evidences, or Indications, 
that any thing like it was ever talked of, or 
propoſed, much leſs received and conſent- 


ed to at that Time. If therefore this be a 
Matter incapable of Proof, and yet the high- 
| eſt and ftrongeſt Proof is abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry, I think, if Men had either a proper Senſe 
of Modeſty or Duty, they would recede from 
ſuch Demands, as carry in them the ſtron- 


geſt Conviction of their want of both. 


Ihhe Truth then is this, that by our Con- 
ſtitution the Parliament is, and ought to be, 
dependent upon the Crown, and the Crown 
reciprocally upon the Parliament; and neither 
of the three Parts of the Legiſlature have any 
Independency at all but what ariſes from (ho w- 


ever great a Soleciſm it has been called) the 
Dependency of the others upon that; 7z. e. to 
ſay in Truth and Strictneſs neither are inde- 
pendent ; for this Reaſon, that they are 


Members one of another, each having its di- 
ſtinct and appropriated Powers and Offices, 
ſo that one cannot ſay of or to the other, . 


have no Need of Thee, which is nevertheleſs 
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the only thing that could make either 


ſtrictly or properly independent. There is 


therefore no Abſurdity in ſaying, that A's 


Independency (underſtanding the Word in a 


confined and proper Senſe) ariſes from the De- 


pendency of B, and B's s Independency from 


the Dependency of A. But the Abſurdity 


is, in maintaining that there either is, or 

ought to be, any Independency (in the Senſe 
pleaded for at all. For both are dependent, 
and muſt be ſo, one on the other, or the 
Conſtitution would be deſtroyed, and the 
Form of Government break up, and be diſ- 
ſolved. If after all, the Gentlemen we are 
here anſwering ſhould tell you in Reply, that 


by Independency they mean only a Power of 


exerting freely and fully all the diſtin Pow- 


ers and Privileges of Parliament without Awe 


or Controul from the Crown; then I would 


anſwer, that there is no Controverſy between 


us, becauſe they already have it in as ample 


12 Manner, and as ſtrongly fenced in and ſe- 


cured, as any Man could wiſh, who ſought 
or od at no more. But then I would al- 


ſo tell them, that they ſhould explain their 
Meaning, and lead their Readers into the full 
Senſe and Signification of their Words; for 
whilſt Men affect a looſe and ambiguous Way 


of ſpeaking, and expreſs themſelves in Terms 
which mark out no determinate Ideas, but 


may 
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may mean any thing that they have a Mind 


they ſhould mean, without telling us what 


that is, there is Reaſon to ſuſpect them of 


unfair Dealing, and that their Intention 1s not 
to explain, but only to puzzle, what they 
are about, However, I hope I have in ſome 


Meaſure ſupplied (as far as will be neceſſary 
to lead you into a right Underſtanding of the 


Point in Queſtion) what they have omitted, 


and ſo I leave it for the preſent. 


Upon the whole Matter, Sir, I have as * 


ter an Abhorrence for that enormous Poſition, 


that moſt abſurd of all Abſurdities, of The 
Many made for One, as any one Man in the 


Oppoſition. I am for adhering ſtedfaſtly to 


the right old Revolution Principles; I 1 


upon them, and I act upon them: and yet 


you ſee how widely I differ from thoſe, who 
have put in their Claim, for being the only 


ſincere Aſſertors of the Principles of the Re- 


volution, I therefore call upon you, and 
preſs you to conſider, and judge impartially, 


which of our Cons is beſt founded : Mine ? 


who am for preſerving entire that Form of 
Government, which the Revolution left us ; 
or Theirs ? who are for leading us into the 
ſame or another like Chaos Of Confuſion, in 
which the Revolution found us; and wh «ther 
the Principles upon which our Adverſaries 
argue, deſerve the Name of Revolution- Prin- 
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ciples at all, in any proper Senſe of thoſe 


Terms: I ſay proper Senfe, becauſe I am 
ſenſible there is one, in which they juſtly de- 


ſerve to be called ſo; as they are calculated 
to produce almoſt annual Revolutions, and to 
ſet all things into Diſorder once a Year, for 
no other imaginable End, than to have that 
childiſh fantaſtical Pleaſure, of mending and 
ſetting them again to Rights. Por, to ſay 


the beſt that the moſt extenſive Charity Will 


allow, it is ſeemingly the ſame wanton fluctu- 
ating Humour which directs their Conduct, 


that I have obſerved in Children, who having 


finiſhed their little Edifices, pull them down 
even before they have had Time to admire 
them, merely for the Pleaſure of getting 


ſomewhat to do by building them anew; and 


therefore like Children ſhould have Rattles 
and Baubles provided for them, to keep 


them from pending their Activity in Mz/- 


chief. 


Let not then, Sir, Sedition paſs any lon- 
ger upon you for Patriotiſm, nor let Zeal for 
the Public Good be a Cloke for the Defor- 


mity of a Monſter, which lies concealed un- 
der it, the Rage of diſappointed Ambition: 


Only give Things their proper Names, and 
the Danger of miſtaking the Enemies of the 


Government for the Friends of the Conſtitu- 
tion will be over. For all the Danger that 


threatens _ 


ens 


635) 
threatens it now, is only from that Quarter, 
where Principles quite everſive of it, and 
Practices entirely Tribunitious, are cheriſhed 
and efpouſed, and which even Rome could 
ſcarce ever endure nor ever conſented to ad- 
mit, till after repeated Struggles, and often 


driving the Conſtitution to the Brink of that 
ruineus Preeipice into which it tumbled, and 


was ſwallowed up at laſt. 

1 have detained you the longer upon this 
Head, becauſe it ſtrikes at the Root of all 
our Evils, and ſeems to me the only effectu- 


al Method to deftroy that poiſonous Plant, 


which after ſo many Amputations, hath ne- 
vertheleſs ſtill ſprouted out ſuch Variety of ill- 
favoured and ill-boding Shoots. But having 
finiſhed this, I am now at Leiſure to attend 
you through all thoſe Objections you were 
pleaſed to urge at our Conference. 

I have already hinted, that what betrays 


Men into the many falſe Judgments and un- 


juſt Reſentments that are {0 rife among us, is 
the Number of ſcandalous Libels every Day 
publiſhed and diſperſed through the King- 
dom, wherein not only the greateſt Zeal, but 
the utmoſt Artifice, | is employed to ſet off the 

Pretences on one Side, and deride and ridicule 
the Reaſons on which the Meaſures of the other 

proceed: It is, I ſay, one great Misfortune in 


this Caſe, chat the principal Men in the Op- 


E 2 Poſition 


BY 
poſition, thoſe of them moſt diſtinguiſhed 
for their Parts and Abilities, who we acknow- 
ledge want nothing but Truth, Temper, a 
good Cauſe, and good Manners, to recom- 
mend the Productions of their Pens, are the 
Perſons employed in this baſe Trade; whilſt 
they who are beſt qualified to anſwer them 
on the other, have neither Leiſure nor Incli- 


nation to engage in Controverſies of this Na- 


ture. Their Time is employed in the weigh- 
ty Affairs of the State, in concerting and ex- 
ecuting Meaſures, to make even thoſe un- 
grateful Men happy in ſpight of all their Ef- 
forts to be miſerable. As was ſaid of King 
_ Charles the Second's Times, that it was the 
Reign of Proclamations, ſo we may ſay of 
this, that it is the Reign of Libels: Men 
ground Pretenſions to Merit, on being ſcur- 
rilous; and to Wit, on being petulant and 
ſaucy. 24 
However, you TE ſeen the Effects of 
their Oppoſition for a Series of many Years, _ 
wherein the ſame Meaſures have been ſuc- 
ceſsfully purſued by the Miniſtry; and to 
what have they amounted ? The Miniſtry 
and its Friends have (as is uſually the Caſe of 
| honeſt and upright Men) truſted to the Juſ- 
tice of their Cauſe, as what they knew would 
in the Event ſtill clear up and juſtify itſelf to 
the wiſe and conſiderate part of the Nation; 
and 


353 
and becauſe Slander and Falſhood ſeldom fail 


to confute themſelves, have been content 


with liſtning to the Railing and Invectives 
thrown out againſt them, without hardly at- 


tempting or offering at a Reply. And pray, 


hath not the Event always anſwered their 
Expectations ? What have the Gentlemen in 
the Oppoſition been able to do, by all the 
Duſt they have raiſed, and the Dirt they 
have thrown about ? Nothing truly, but to 
raiſe Fears, Jealouſies, and Suſpicions, in the 
Breaſts of the weak and unwary, whieh ne- 
vertheleſs ſtill vaniſh again and diſappear ; 
becauſe there is no convincing Men that they 
are really in Danger till they feel themſelves 
hurt, and they of courſe drop their Com- 
plaints, when they ſee they are groundleſs. 
But {till the ſame Game muſt be played over 
again upon every new Occaſion, ſome new 
Arts to blow up the Paſſions of the ignorant 
and unruly, ſome new Tricks to revive the 


ſinking Spirits of the Party, and keep the 


Faction from breaking up and ſcattering. 


The Argument here is perhaps ſtronger, 


Sir, than you may at firſt apprehend. Had 
there been any thing of Truth and Reality 


in thoſe Pretences dreſs d up, and held out ſo 


long; is it poſſible that a Majority in the Se- 
nate could ſtill have been found to run in 


with the Meaſures of the Miniſtry ? If the 


_ Caſe 
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Caſe were as it has been repreſented, that the 
Liberties of the Nation were quite loſt by 
Oppreſſion; its Trade ſunk and ruined ; the 
Prerogative every Day inlarging to a Degree, 
that threatned Slavery; that Venality and 
Corruption {ſwayed all Ranks, and directed 
all the Springs and Powers of the Political 
Machine; that Fleets and Armies were main- 
tained only to awe and intimidate the Nation 
diſpoſed by the Preſſures they groaned under, 


but for the Terror of ſuch Controul, to re- 4 


volt from their Allegiance : If theſe things 
and many others thrown in to ſwell up the 
Account were really ſo, as I find ſome folk 
willing to believe, without being able to give 
one good reaſon for their Faith, is it poſſi- 
dle, that fo great a Number of wiſe, pow- 
erful and opulent Men, whoſe Hereditary 
Fortunes exceed any thing they could ever 
hope for from the Favour of any Prince or 
Miniſter, who have given the World proof 
over and over, that the Privileges of Engli/h- 
men are dearer to them than any earthly Re- 
gards, and that they are incapable of bend- 
ing to any Ends, or being ſwayed by any 
Motives, that are either baſe, unbecoming, 
or inconſiſtent with Honour and Uprightneſs, 
who are the Men in the Nation that muſt be 
the greateſt Looſers by any ſuch change in the 
Government, as theſe Meaſures are ſuppoſed 
Wes _ - 
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to portend, could concur tamely to give 


themſelves up to be the Tools, by which all 
this Miſery and Miſchief 1s to "1 wrought ? 


Believe me, Sir, I ſincerely think, and can- 
not conceive how you can avoid being of the 


ſame Opinion, that were either the Man or 


the Meaſures ſuch as they are repreſented, 


the one had long ſince been blaſted by Diſ- 


appointment, and the other fallen a Sacrifice 


to the Fury of his Enemies, For to uſe the 


Words for once of one of the Faction, & * There 
* have never been any Indications of a pri- 


« vate Intereſt, that of any one Man ever 
e prevailing over that of the Nation, againſt 
* Fact, Reaſon and Juſtice : Have not the 


0 Majority here conſtantly ſhewn the ſtrongeſt. 


c 


A 


Conviction, that their Conduct was ſtrict- 
« yp conformable to the moſt diſintereſted 
ce Love of their Country? Such a Houſe of 
«© Commons ought not to be, is not ſuſ- 
ce pected.” If then this be the Caſe at pre- 


ſent, if the preſent Parliament is made up of 


Men perfectly upright and difintereſted, and 


it is impoſſible for a private Intereſt ever to 


prevail over that of the Nation, againſt Fact, 


Reaſon and Juſtice, then Fact, Reaſon and | 


Juſtice are on the Side I have been defend- 


ing; and you ought to conclude That to be 


* L-t1--n's Speech on the Place-Bill. | 
the 
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the Reaſon why the Majority have always 


followed it, and this will direct you how to 


form your Judgment of Men, who by their 
own Confeſſion are engaged 1 in an Oppoſition 
to all the Three. 

Fleets and Armies, Sir, are big-ſounding 
Words, and mark out tetrible Ideas : But 
though contradictory Propoſitions have been 
ſo often affirmed on this Subject, I am clear- 


ly in Opinion with ſuch of them as tell us, 
* That to deſtroy Britiſh Liberty with an 


« Army of Britons, is not a Meaſure fo ſure 


« of Succeſs as ſome People believe.” Their 
Commanders, and they who ſerve in them, 


have as juſt Notions of the real Value of Li- 
berty as any of us: They have all of them too 
ſomewhat to loſe as well as we ; and ſome of 
them have before now given ſuch Grounds to 
ſuſpect what their real Senſe of ſuch Mat- 
ters is, as leaves little room to any Prince or 
Miniſter to imagine, that they ſhould by 
them be able to Effet any Deſign, that 
would ſerve to eſtabliſh Tyranny. I am 


_ confident moſt of them look upon their pre- 


ſent Pay to be in no fort an Equivalent for 
what in ſuch caſe they muſt loſe ; and few 
of them are the Fools, to quit the beſt Set- 


tlement in Reverſion for a little in Hand, 


od Diſſert. on Parties. Letter FT. 
when 
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when the | Conſequence would be, that they 5 


muſt at the fame time purchaſe Infamy to 
themſelves, and entail Miſery on their Po- 


ſterity. But how monſtrous and baſe all ſuch | 
Inſinuations are, is evident to every Man 
| who will cooly reflect, upon the Manners or 
Management of either; ſince we fee in the 
one all the Traces and Tokens of a wile, 


watchful and faithful Servant; and in the 
other of a good and gracious Maſter ; train'd 
up in the Principles of Liberty; his Mind 
formed to no Maxims of Arbitrarineſs ; 


| taught to believe that his Security, his Hap- 


pineſs, his Glory, all depend upon his ruling 


in the Hearts of his Subjects; who hath 
never yet claimed any Prerogative but what 


they were pleaſed to yield him by a free 


Conlent ; and in every Inſtance has hitherto 


demonſtrated, that he looks upon the Rights 


of his Crown and the Privileges of his Peo- 


ple as inſeparable; and that they have never 
yet been diſtinguiſhed in his Breaſt. If Men 


conſidered their Prince in this Character, 


which is truly his juſt one, he would appear 
to be the beſt Patriot, who was moſt alle- 
giate; for where an Harmony ſo agreeable 
in itſelf, and ſo happy in its Conſequences, 
ſubſiſts between the Diſpoſition of the Prince 


and the Conſtitution of the State, all Oppo- 


ſition is Faction, Complaining Sedition, and 
F Diſat- 


LAY | _— 2 — - 
— 


, I 
—_—_—_ RD — _—_ 
Is. 4 4.” x 


pou 8 * 
8 
— 


— 


* 


— . SS 5 
WG. Cor a 


"+ Fog 
ks. => 

W 4 ; 

Tha 4 ef; 


: „ 
x 4 
; * 
1 
& * a 
"m8 
1 
TT. 
2 


* 


a — * — 
* — — = +a" <0 


>. SELLS 7 


= — "Y . 2 3 * — 
— 2 9 * 1 5 2 * 2 W Mes w.4 * 2 Sz 
— * $4574. CH WF... 333 8 K 
a . I K 2 3 " —— che 1 
77S * 
— AN 8 r 


- — oY 2 
8 3 4 


* "ml — 
* + < = * * 3 - 
— — —_ 2 — — 


a CIO ES 


WE at . 
. * CE INES Og — 


*** 
4 * 
— — 
. 


, Ph 
— 


7 . — > 
* cw * <4 9 * * 
—ͤ—— œ—— — — r — — 


. . ei moet) 1 ee note. g 


( 42 ) 


Diſaffection Ingratitude. And yet under all 


theſe Symptoms of Health, where Appear- 
ances are all fo promiſing, 10 ſplenatick and 
fanciful are ſome, as to imagine themſelves 


troubled with a thoufind Ills, and like Peo- 


ple in the Vapours, perpetually pining and 


tormenting themſelves with the Apprehen- 


ſions of what can never poſſibly happen. 5.7 
cannot therefore think that Foreigners have 


done us any Injuſtice, in ſpecifying a certain 
Diforder by the Name of the Engliſh Ma- 
lady, fince it operates and ſhews iet even 


in our Politicks; and J muſt for this reaſon 
recommend it to an eminent Phyſician our 


Countryman, noted for his great Skill and 


Succeſs in the Cure of ſuch Diſorders, to 
take the Caſe of theſe fanciful Gbiitle nien 1 in- 
to Conſideration; for if in the next Edition 
of his Book he can bring in as long a Liſt of 


Cures performed upon them, as he gave us 


in the laſt, he will be intitle to an Addreſs 


of Thanks from every Shire and Borough in 


the Kingdom, ſince he will have the Credit 


of doing that, which Reaſon, Religion, and 
all the lenient gentle Arts of the beſt politi- 


cal Regimen have not been able to perform. 
To take off any Fears the Gentlemen may 
have, that the Courſe they are to be put un- 


der is either dangerous or unpleaſant, you 
may aſſure them, that I have been myſelf a 


Patient 
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Patient of ths Doctor s for above ſix Years 


paſt, during the laſt half of which I have 


enjoyed greater Freedom of Spirits, and more 
Compolure and Serenity of Thought than 
ever I was acquainted with before; that 1 
have got rid of all falſe Delicacy, and quite 


vanquiſhed the Wantonneſs of my Appetite, 


and feel none of that melancholy Sourneſs 
and Dejection, which uſed formerly to make 


me fretful, querulous and uneaſy. This, Sir, 
may perhaps carry with it an Air of Banter; ; 
but you will conſtrue it into Seriouſneſs, if 


you will be at the Pains of a proper Appli- 


cation. For when you ſee Men quite drunk- 
en and intoxicated with the Fumes of Sen- 
ſuality, of Liberty and Licentiouſneſs, you 


will not imagine them to be in any other 


Danger, (whatever they may ſay in the 
Ravings of their Fit) than what may ariſe 
from the Surfeit of an over Doſe; nor how- 


ever loud they are in their ds for 
more, that they have any more real Occaſion 


for it, than a Man really drunken has for 


more Liquor. I muſt therefore conclude 


with a Caution to the Doctor, to be upon 
his Guard in caſe any of them ſhould come 
to him for Advice, not to miſtake their Caſe ; 


for as they ſeem to be in the laſt and worſt 
Stage of the Diſtemper, a Trimming Diet 
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will hardly recover them, and therefore a to- 
tal Abſtinence from thoſe things which have 
plainly brought it upon them, will be found 


neceſſary. 


To return where I was, (if you ſhould 
call this a Digreſſion,) I will grant that 
when Power is in ſuch Hands as evidently 
make a bad Uſe of it, and abuſe it to the 
Purpoſes of Miſchief, it is allowable, nay, 
it is the Duty of good Men to remonſtrate 
and complain: But a little Reflection on paſt | 
Adminiſtrations, and how it has been ma- 
naged in former Reigns, will ſatisfy any 


Man, who is not reſolved againſt it, of he 


Equity and Mildneſs of the preſent. And 
that the ſuppoſed Abuſes would not only be 
complained of, but multiplied and felt, if it 
were in the Hands of thoſe whoſe Heads are 
ſo buſy in meditating Means to produce a 


Change. For who are the Diſcontented and 


Complainants ? Jacobites and Republicans; 
ſuch only as the Want of Power could per- 
ſuade to coalite: neither of them fit to be 
truſted with it, where Liberty and Mo- 

narchy have been brought to conſiſt; ſince 
one or the other muſt ſpeedily be facrificed, 


according as either ſhould preval, \ when they 
had once divided. 


And 
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And againſt whom are they confederated? 


Againſt his Majeſty, in the Perſon of his 
Miniſter ; who ſeems to be marked out for 


the Object of popular Hatred, for no other 


| Reaſon, but becauſe he hath been able to 


ſtem the Torrent of a miſchievous Faction, 


5 longer than any Man ever did, or perhaps 


* ever will, to the Aſtoniſhment and Confuſion 


of his own and his Majeſty's Enemies. So 


1 


. 
; 
2 


true is it, what I remember my Lord Bacon 


ſomewhere ſays, That Men of Worth and 


« Merit are moſt envied when their Fortune 


courſe what an antient Author obſerves, 


Conflata magna invidia, ſeu bene ſeu male 
geſta premunt, But what thus raiſes the In- 
dignation of the enyious, is a Proof to me 
the N that can well be canceived, that 
all is Right and as it ſhould he; for were the 


2: Man's Abilities ever ſo great, (and great they 
all allow them to be whenever they are ſeri- 
2 ous) or his Circumſtances ever fo favourable, 
had his Cauſe and his Conduct been as faulty 
and bad as they have been repreſented, he 
. could never have ſtood his Ground againſt 

Enemies, ſo many, ſo watchful, and mighty. 
Men may fancy, and fay whatever the Wild- 
| neſs of their Fancies ſuggeſt ; but after all, it 

is Reputation only that can ſupport Power 


for any long Duration of Time : Without it, 
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be the Elevation of a Man' s State ever ſo 


high, he is but the more expoſed to Thun- 


der-claps and Storms, to the ſcorching of En- 
vy, and in a nearer Diſpoſition to tumble in- 
to Ruin from his ſlippery Place: Whereas 
ſuch hath been the Fortune of the Man we 


| ſpeak of, that every Attack againſt his Perſon 


or Power, hath helped only to add Dignity 
to the one, and an Increaſe of Strength to 
the other, * to confirm him more and 


more in the Graces of his Maſter, and the 
Eſteem of all good Men: And to give Grace 


to what I fay by borrowing an Expreſſion 
from himſelf, © Becauſe he never entered in- 


to any Meaſures, that had not either the 


<« previous Sanction, or the Approbation of 


% Parliament.” His Enemies have now no 
Way left to work his Ruin or Diſgrace, but 
by doing what ſome Hiſtorians report to have 


45 done by Queen Eligabeth, when ſhe 


| had reſolved to put her Rival Queen Mary to 


Death, to paſs an Act of Parliament upon 


which to try her, which it would be impoſli- 
ble for her not to break and tranſgreſs: For 


as the Laws now ſtand, it would puzzle 
them even to draw up a Charge, much leſs 


to condemn him. Shut your Ears for a Mo- 


ment againſt the Clamour of Malice, and 
hear him in his own Behalf. He will tell 
you, © That he has no Apology to offer for 
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ce his Conduct, becauſe it requires none; that 


he is ready at all Times to give Satisfaction, 


* and will plead for no Favour, unleſs it ſhall 
e appear, that he has not thade the Intereſt 
* of his Country the Foundation of his Con- 
ce duct.“ This, Sir, is not the Language of 
Guilt, nor of a Mind ſtung with Remorſe; 


Conſcience, ' which ever makes a Coward of 


the Villain, raiſes his Courage, and ſupports 
him, you ſee, unruffled in his Temper, and 
invariable in his Conduct. 

You deſign, I know, to offer yourſelf to 
ſerve in Parliament for the Borough in which 


you reſide at the enſuing Election, and if 
you bring with you that Candour and Probi- 


ty which influence your general Conduct, 
you will have my Wiſhes to ſucceed : for 
though I ſhould fail of couvincing you now, 
you will foon ſee Reaſon to alter your Senti- 
ments when you come there. Probity, De- 
cency, good Senſe, plain Reaſon, open and 
fair Dealing, will undoubtedly carry it with 


you from Noiſe, Ribaldry, Declamation, 
and Falſhood, There the true Characters of 
Mien ſhew themſelves, and Things appear 1n 


their proper Colours, and you will ſoon deter- 


mine that it muſt be a deſperate Cauſe, 


which is ſupported by perſonal Reflections 
inſtead of FRE, and forged Accuſa- 
| tions 
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tions inſtead of Facts: * You will not think 
that either the Cauſe, or the Character of 
thoſe they are levelled at, can be prejudiced 
by a Charge, Which is evidtive either of 
ſhameleſs Impudence, or the weakeſt Folly 
in thoſe, who give it in: Such things as they 
are, ſometitties taken into account without 
Examination, have their intended Effect now 
and then with you in the Country, by the 
Manner they ate ſet off in the weekly Enter- 
tainment ſent down to you from thoſe re- 
owned Champions of Licentiouſneſs, Dan- 
vers and Fog; but they have a quite different 
Effect in a Britiſh Parliament; they ſerve 
not to divide and take off the Friends of the 
Government, but to confirm and rivet their 
— EE „ . 
Lou ſee, that notwithſtanding Men are 
big with Expectation, and conceive vaſt 
Hopes that every Seſſion will take off from 
the Party, yet that ſtill the contrary happens, 


and the Majority is on the encreafing Hand: 


Even Seceſſions cannot draw them off, and x 
without pretending to a Spirit of Prophecy, 1 _ 

will take upon me to promiſe, that Matters 
will go on in the ſame Way in a new one; 
when nevertheleſs I doubt not, we ſhall have 


o See Mr. p, Is, and Sir R-: es Speeches, un 4 
the Motion for an Addreſs to have the Inſtructions ſent to the 
Commanders of his Majeſty's Fleets laid before the Houſe. : 


all 


1 
all the fame dull Cant about miniſterial In- 
fluence and Corruption, and ſervile Depen- 
dency repeated, and the Danger the Nation 
is in echoed fram every Quarter, But till 
this Danger is fo great as to be really perceiv- 
able, theſe Outcries will all vaniſh into Air, as 
9 uſual, without any Effect ; for perceived they 
will never be, ll the Gentlemen who raiſe 
them are ſtrong enough to carry their 
Schemes into Execution; for to uſe the 
Words of an Author (of whom you often 
make honourable mention) * However 
'< theſe Gentlemen affect to expreſs a migh- 
e ty Concern at the Apprehenfions of the 
* Calamity, which their Country is to be in- 
© volved in from the bad Conduct of our 
> © Governors, moſt of them would be leſs 
= © melancholy if there was more Occaſion. 
One Article that raiſes their Melancholy, 
is the Burden of our Taxes; and to induce 
People to think that Self has no Share in 
their Complaints, it is uttered with a mourn- 
ful Tone, That theſe are Grievances which 
s F< the People alone feel,” But pray, Sir, if 
3 | Taxes be neceſlary, I would aſk of you, 


A 


'e _ who ought to feel them? There is none o- 
ther that I know of, unleſs it will be faid, 
= 7 55 

* * Examiner, No. 13. | | 

ll G ..- that 
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that the Proviſion made for the Maintenance 
of the Royal Family ſhould bear a Part ; and 

in truth I ſuſpect there is no leſs meant. Why 

_ elſe upon every mention of ſuch Grievances, 
are we always told of what a noble Support his 
Majeſty enjoys, beyond what any of his Prede- 
ceſſors had? and what can this proceed from, 
but a latent Grudge and Diſaffection to his 
Perſon and Government ? Were either held 
in that Reſpect they ſometimes pretend, it 
would be always matter of Joy to them, to 
ſee him ſupported in ſuch a Way as to put 
him upon a Rank with the greateſt Princes 
his Cotemporaries, and enable him to make 
that Figure in Europe, which a Monarch of 

England is at all Times entituled to, 

If theſe Gentlemen are right in their Com- 
putations, which I will take for granted for 
the preſent, the neat Revenue of the Crown | © 
amounts at this Time to 800000 Pounds, or z 
thercabouts ; and the great Objection on this 
Account is, that his Majeſty is no way ac 
countable to the Publick for his Diſburſements | * - 

of any Part of it. But is it not unaccoun- 
table that Men ſhould cavil at a Circum- 
ſtance, which the meaneſt Freeholder in 
Britain claims as his indiſputable Right and | 
Privilege; viz. of appropriating the annual“ 
Revenues of his Eſtate to what Uſes he plea- 
| : ſes; 
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ſes; and in the next Place, they muſt be ex- 
tremely ignorant, or wilfully blind, which 1s 
the likelier of the two, who cannot ſee, that 
in the manner the Crown now enjoys its Re- 
venue, its Influence (if a pecuniary one is all 
that is to be dreaded) muſt rather be dimi- 


niſhed than augmented. For though the 
King is not anſwerable to the Publick for 
any Part of what is thus appropriated by Par- 
liament to the Maintenance of his Houſhold ; 

yet he 1s for every Farthing of any other Tax 
laid on the Kingdom, which muſt go to the 
Uſes ſpecified and aſcertained by Parliament; 

whereas in former Reigns it was quite other- 


wiſe. At the Abdication of King James, the 


neat Revenue of tHe Crown was above two 


Millions, and all that could be faid to juſtify 


the intruſting him er ſo great a Sum was, 


his Fleets and Armies 
himſelf. But what x Tor Did he or his Bro- 
ther before him ever do ſo? No: They choſe 
rather to want Fleets, and be inſulted by their 
Neighbours, than part with what their own 


| Vices raiſed ſuch Demands for in private; 


and whenever Neceſſity obliged them to 
equip Fleets, they had Recourſe to their Par- 
liament for extraordinary Aids, who ſeldom 


refuſed to comply with their Demands : And 


thus this immenſe Revenue was conſumed. 
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without any thing done by it, or for it ; and 


when a new Caſe occurred, they had the 


ſame Recourſe with the fame Succeſs, with- 
out the Trouble of ever making an Account, 
for which they had always evaſive Shifts and 
Excuſes at hand. From whence it would 


appear, at leaſt to my Underſtanding, that 


neither the Means of corrupting, nor the Fa- 
cility of employing thoſe Means, are encrea- 
ſed ; unleſs it may be faid that a Revenue of 


800000 Pounds 1s capable of being applied 


ſo, as to do more in that Way, than One of 
two Millions : For though it ſhould be made 


appear, that our preſent annual Taxes amoun- 


ted to more than double that Sum, yet as the 
Funds out of which it ariſes are all appropri- 


ated by Parliament to particular Uſes, and 


that the Crown is not intruſted with the Diſ- 
burſement of it, but it is annually accounted 
for with the Publick, I do not ſee how it can 
advance the Power or Influence of the 
Crown. All that the Crown can diſpoſe of 
in this Way, muſt be out of its own annual 
Savings, which muſt be very extraordinary to 
anſwer the Charge both of annual and ſep- 
tennial Corruption. The Power of the Crown 


therefore, in the Way its Revenue is now 


ſettled, is not, in my Apprehenſion, nigh fo 


formidable as it was before this Settlement 


was 


—_ den . - 9 
k : 4 : 3 
? 1 s 2 3 : . ä 
22 1 * : N 5 4 . 3 PT < 
r J 2 1 : 1 ö = 0 - Z r ws © * CF n 222 ö 1 1 R " r Ca FF 5 
; 3 8 n 2 2 D * 2 baby a x Fe l e ad hs r _ 1 a 3 7 i N 2 1 , [| 
e ede ee e . 2 PTE, N Pens WC Goes Lt ß FF e CE E e N OE; 4 
N N e e ee ee t T 2 „ „ ˙ . ̃ . ⁵² Od * J PPC x 
BY 8 A _— > GE 3 2 6 * * — a * 3 a * * ey . 


q 
+ 
= 
— 28 

"4 

4 

5 

* 
— 
* 
: 


L . . «7 * © E 0k Bt et I 2 Cn ts rn, KO ep 
n - I - 2 . . Fen * * Ns - 9 wg . ; 
* of FO 8 — - waders Fad 7 ON + 8 e e — * * 
ab he CP TS BER” ” AT 8 NEE $3 9 8 r ak CORN Nei oy LSE IT Te OPT v 25 
3 %%% 0 2 e W A 4 3 £35 7 5 : 1 
$37 TE A eee eee er * r r 


( 53) 


was made, when it was intruſted with the 


Management of a much greater Sum, and in 
a great meaſure at Liberty how to diſpoſe of 
of it, without the Hazard of being at any 


time called to an Account, which they eafily 


found Methods to ſhuffle over and evade 


whenever it was attempted. 

Gentlemen talk as if the Weight of Taxes 
had never been felt in this Kingdom before ; 
but if they will look back, and compare 
Things and Circumſtances carefully, they 


will find Inſtances, where all things conſide- 
red, they have been to the full as heavy as 
they are at preſent, when the Enemies of the 

State were neither ſo formidable, nor in ſo 
flouriſhing a Condition, and when they ſhould | 
have been counted more intolerable, becauſe 
miſapplyed to Purpoſes for which they were 
never given nor intended. Whatever our 


preſent Taxes are, we ſee our Fleets and Ar- 
mies, for which thoſe Taxes were voted, all 
ready and in good Order to go, upon any En- 
terprize or Command, that ſhall be thought 
neceſſary for the Vindication of the Nation's 
Honour and Rights. 

But we are told with an inſolent Sneer, 


„That theſe Armies remain idle Spectacles 


« on the Land, and our Fleets a uſelefs 


« Incumbrance upon the Ocean,” Sir, it is 


impoſſible 
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(54) 
impoſſible ; and J will not imagine that you 
can want Arguments to convince you of the 


glaring Injuſtice of ſuch Reflections, the con- 
trary whereof is ſo evident to every Man 


that has Eyes in his Head. That every thing 


has been done that could be done; our 


Trade protected, our Garriſons defended, 


our Country ſecured from foreign Invaſions, 
and our Enemies weakned, impoveriſhed, 


haraſſed to a Degree, that will ſoon reduce 


them to a Neceſſity of offering all that we 
can aſk, or ought to demand: In ſhorr, 


every thing conſpiring to give the higheſt 
Aſſurance of our obtaining either immediate 


Reparation, or Revenge. But unleſs we can 


have Fleets that can fail againſt the Wind, 


and Armies to embark by long Strides, a-croſs 
an Ocean; unleſs our Monarch turn Knight- 
Errant, cut Canals through Mountains, and 
make Bridges over the Sea, wage War with 


all Europe, and perform ſuch Exploits, as 
even the fineſt Hero in a French Romance 


never dreamt of; nothing is done, and ſome 


folk are not to bs pleaſed, to whom Repara- 


tion is no Satisfaction, and whoſe Vengeance 
is never to be appeaſed, but by the joint Ef- 


fuſion of their Boemies and F ellow-Coun- 


_ trymen's Blood. 
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1 
The high Flights of theſe martial Orators 
(as they are called by him, who will paſs for 


the Standard of Britiſh Eloquence ) put me 
in mind of a Paſſage I have ſomewhere read 


or heard, of a renowned French Hero, 
known among his Countrymen by the Name 
of Homme Sans Peur. This valorous Man 
happening once to be preſent at the Anniver- 


ſary of our Saviour's Paſſion, when the 
Preacher, exaggerating and aggravating the 


Circumſtances of the Tranſactions of that 


day, had his Paſſions ſo touched, that in a 


Tranſport of Rage, ſtarting from his Seat, 
he clapped his Hand upon his Sword, and 


cried out aloud, O! Monſieur Grillon ! (for 


that was his Name) ou Etois vous en ce tems 
La! Where were you then? He imagined, 


no doubt, that by the invincible Proweſs of 
his fingle Arm, he could have vanquiſhed 
Pilates Guards, and deſtroyed the whole 


Race of the Jews. Juſt ſo, our rhetorical 
Vaunters, talk as if they were cut out for 
the Conqueſt of the Univerſe, and were the 
Men of whom it was prophetically laid, 
That five of them ſhould chaſe an hundred, and 


an hundred put ten thouſand to flight, 
It is an expiring Spark of this National 


Pride, that prompts ſome, whoſe Counſels 
ſhould have the Temper which ſuits the 
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Feebleneſs of their Age, to ſtand up with a 
ſupercilious Haughtineſs, and tell us, That 


* we have negotiated ourſelves out of all Re- 
e putation,” But in anſwer to ſuch, let us 


only conſult the allowed Maxims of human 
Reaſon, and the unconteſted Principles of 


Equity, and ſee if it is not the commanding 


Voice of both, that in all caſes where Injury 


1s offered, the Methods of Treaty and Ne- 


gotiation ſhould firſt take place; and whe- 


ther War can at any time be lawful or juſti- 


fiable, till theſe Expedients have failed and 
proved ineffectual. Divines and Civilians 
are all unanimous in the Point; and the 


Conſequences of a contrary Conduct are all 
ſo ſhocking and frightful, that I could ſcarce 
think any but Soldiers of Fortune could give 
into them. We are not, I hope, in that way 


of thinking, as to fay all things belong to 
the Valiant, and that we carry our Right up- 
on the Point of our Swords. Is it of no 


Advantage, no Conſideration, to have a juſt 


and juſtifiable Cauſe? Is no Regard to be 


had to the Obligations of Equity, and is Pro- 
vidence to be quite thrown out of the Que- 


ſtion? Is it never neceſſary to be apprized of 
the true State of Things on all Hands, to 
know when, and how far we ought to go 


and can go, and where and when we ought 
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1 


to ſtop? Are we never to fit down and 


compute, whether a Man with ten thou- 


ſand be able to go to War with him 
that cometh againſt him with twenty 


thouſand ? Are Circumſtances, Junctures, 


Occaſions, Opportunities, never to be 


ſought, nor waited for, nor examined? 
Is Reſolution to precede Counſel, and 


Execution to go before either? Go over 
2} theſe things in your own Thoughts, and 


weigh them impartially ; conſider what 


> was the State of the ſeveral Powers in 
2 Europe, at the Time this War was moſt 
2 warmly preſſed upon the Government; 


the low depreſſed State of ſome, and 
the powerful flouriſhing Eſtate of their 
Rivals ; ſome weakned by a long ſuc- 


ceſsleſs War, and others triumphing in 
the accumulated Treaſures and Acquiſi- 
tions of a proſperous Trade extended by 


Peace; the Treaties and Engagements 
they were mutually tied up to; the Diſ- 
poſition and Strength of thoſe from whom 


only Aid could be expected; what has 


paſſed ſince; what has been done on our 
own Parts, and others, and you will be 


convinced, that no Service has been neg- 
lected, nor any thing left undone which 
could be done, and would have been either 


H proper, 
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either contribute to the Eaſe and Safety 1 


Common Senſe in Britain, that what 
we only want and ought to demand or 


to develope the true Ground of this Miſ- } 


and ſham Patriots at home, that you are 4 
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proper, or ſafe, or becoming; that could 


of the Nation at home, its Honour or 
its Trade abroad, or the Annoyance and 
Diſtreſs of our Enemies | 

I will maintain it, Sir, as a Principle 
of Truth and Equity againſt all tbe 
Journaliſts, Craftſmen, and Retailers of | 


expect by this War is Reparation, and | 
not Revenge; and if we have not ob- 
tained that as ſoon, and in as ample man- 
ner as might be wiſhed or deſired, I can 
tell you to what to impute it, and how 


| FCC 
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fortune, It is neither, Sir, to the Blun- 
dering or Bungling, or Inactivity or Cow- 
ardice, (as it has been inſolently ſaid) or 
any other Fault in the Meaſures and Ma- 
nagement of our Governors, nor to the 
natural Courage or Proweſs, or the wiſer | 
Counſels of our Enemies: But to the 
ill-timed, indiſcreet, ungrateful, and I think 
traiterous Oppoſition of pretended Friends 
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ſuffered any Diminution, our Glory any 
Eclipſe, it is only from the Clouds 05 f 
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1 this inteſtine Storm; nor could any o- 
ther Cauſe have raiſed the Courage and 
| Demands: of Enemies, who, however 


weak and contemptible they may appear 


to us, do yet know how to make Ad- 


vantage of ou,jö Divifions: For whilft they 
are buoy'd up and ſupported by Pro- 
miſes of Aid from a neighbouring Power, 
they are encouraged to ſtand out by the 
2 Efforts of an unruly Faction here, whom 
they fee labouring not only to embaraſs 
our Counſels, but to cut out ſufficient 
Work for our Armies and Fleets at home, 
without ſending them abroad. It is theis- 


fore proper that Men ſhould know, at 


|} leaſt be told, whoſe Intereſt it is they 
have been really ſerving by their O ppoſi- 


tion; and that if they are ſincere in 


5 their Profeſſions to ſerve their Country, 
they would ſhew it by a chearful Con- 
currence with thoſe wife and juſt Mea- 
” fares, which his Majeſty hath reſolved 
upon, with the Advice of his Council, 
and the Approbation of his Parliament, 


for their common Benefit and Preſerou- 


tion: For had not the Venom and Ran- 
cour of the malignant diffaffected Few 
diſplayed itſelf fo unſeaſonably ; had we 
| been united in Counſels as in Arms, 
| II 2 our 
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our Fleets and Armies would have 
had much leſs to do, than it is even 
' pretended they have done; and all that 
Expence of Treaſure ( ſo much com- 
plained of ) and Blood that is now likely 
to follow it, might have been ſaved to 
the Nation. I | : 

Aſſert then at laſt the Dignity of your 
own Reaſon, and retrieve it from the 
Uſurpations of Prepoſſeſſion and Preju- 
dice, Let neither the inſolent Effrontery 


of one, the incoherent Pertneſs of ano- 
ther, the Arch-Gibes of a third, muck | 


leſs the frothy Jingle of a fourth, ever 


_ perſuade you to give up your Senſes ſo 


far, as to believe that they who are 
the main Props and Pillars of our Con- 
ſtitution, are employed to ſap and un- 
dermine it. 3 
Let them chime and ring on their an- 
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nual Changes on thoſe thread-bare To- 
picks, Contracts, Conventions and Ex- 
Ciſes, ſince we have lived to ſee the laſt Þ 


juſtified upon cool Thought, even by 


thoſe whoſe unruly Heat would not allow! 


them to examine the Scheme or give it a 
Hearing, and condemned now that it is 
over, only by ſuch as have the Candour at 
no Time to acknowledge they were mi- 


ſtaken:| 


| ( 61 ) 6 

ſtaken : and for the firſt, there are thoſe 
among us yet living, who know and 
teſtify, that the Cenſure paſſed upon it, 
. | was only the Jobb of a Faction, which 


Treaty more infamous, and more injuri- 
ous to the Glory and Intereſts of the Na- 
r | tion, than this and all the ſucceedin 

e Treaties and Conventions of the follow- 
- ing and preſent Reign. From all which 
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> |: every Man full in the Face, that Men 
k |! are hard pinched and ſore put to, to 


n-F our Memory Facts, that every Man who 

is the Friend of his Country would wiſh 
n- were blotted out of its Annals. 5 
- In fine, Whatever Factious may ſug- 
x-| geſt, let the Friends of the Government, 
aſt Þ who you by this Time ſee are the only 
by) Friends of the Conſtitution, beware of 
W all ſuch groundleſs and fanciful Diſtin- 
ta ctions as are employed to amuſe and de- 
i ceive them: Let them ſupport with Spi- 


at rit and Perſeverance the joint Cauſe of 
ni.“ their King and Country, and cauti- 


n | ouſly 


gave Riſe, Being, and Efficacy, to a 


y | this Conſequence is fo glaring as to ſtare 


r | make up an Accuſation, who can find 

| no other Articles to ground it upon, 
E but ſuch as revive the forgotten Inſtan- 
ces of their own Baſeneſs, and bring to 
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( 62) 
ouſly mark ſuch as cauſe Diviſions, and 
thereby endanger the Peace and Preſer- 
vation of Both. Thus we ſhall triumph 
over all Oppoſition, and though the 
Faction ſhould not be reelaimed, it will 
yet be ſubdued and kept under. 
They who want Honeſty to own their 
Conviction, and Arguments to anſwer 
what has been written, will call many 
Things I have faid, the Language of a 
Flatterer and Court-Dependent ; but you, 


who know me, will acquit me of any 


ſiniſter or indirect Aim, You will be- 
lieve me fincere, even though I ſhould 
r miſtaken. You know I have 
neither Poſt, Penfion, or Employment, 
under the Crown; and I will tell you, 
what you could not know without my 
Information, that J have not ſo much as 

the moſt diftant Expectation or Hopes of 
either. I live exempt from the Influ- 
ence of every Regard except thoſe of 
Virtue and Religion : I ſpeak the Senti- 
ments of one who enjoys all the Sweets 
of Liberty in as wide an Extent as any 
virtuous Man would defire, and have 
nothing in my Intention but the Vindi- 
cation of his Majeſty's Government, 
which is the Cauſe of Virtue and Truth: 
SO . Guided 


( 63) 


Guided by no falſe Maxims or Prejudices, 
and incapable of proſtituting my Pen or 
Parts, to Purpoſes either baſe or diſho- 
nourable: But taking my Judgment 


from what 1 ſee, hear, read, and feel, ba 


and aſſerting nothing but what eve 
Man, with the ſame Degree of unbi- 
aſſed Candour and Uprightneſs wy be 
convinced of as well as I. : 


Tam, Sir, &c. 
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